The

[j Geological
X/ Society
= serving science & profession

www.geo|soc.org.ul</]OOgeosites

The islands of the UK and Ireland have
been formed over many millions of years.
Changes in sea level, spectacular
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and
changing climate have all left their mark on

UK geology. Eon / Period

Geological time chart

Approximate age
in millions of years (Ma)
In the last 700 million years, the UK has gradually drifted

north from near the South Pole. As a result, the UK is an Quaternary Present day - 2.3
amazir?g place to see rocks of almost all geol‘ogical ages in Neogene 25.23
a relatively small area. The oldest are found in north west
Scotland and Ireland, dating from before the Cambrian Paleogene 23 - 66
period, almost 3,000 million years old. The youngest rocks
in the UK are found in south east England. Cretaceous 66 - 145
) Jurassic 145- 201
’ D|D YOU KNOWZ Triassic 201 - 252
Permian 252-298
520 million years ago, much of the Earth’s
landmass existed as the continents of Carboniferous 298 - 358
Gondwana, Laurentia, Baltica and Siberia.
Until the end of the Devonian, the north Devonian 358 - 419
and south halves of what is now the UK o
were on different continents and separated Silurian 419 - 443
by the lapetus Ocean. The continents were L.
% I ; Ordovician 443 - 485
joined as a result of collision during a
period of tectonic activity called the Cambrian 485 - 541

Caledonian Orogeny.
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Precambrian 541 - 4,600
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Precambrian Lewisian gneiss shaped by Quaternary glaciation
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